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International inspiration

From 12th to 16th October, we played host to our partner school
Kushtia Govt. Girls’ High School from Bangladesh as part of
London 2012 International Inspiration, a key strand of the
international legacy of the London 2012 Olympic and Paralympic
Games for children and young people around the world.

In May this year, Helen Jackson, Deputy Head, and Janice Price,
Sports Partnership Development Manager from Anthony Gell
School went out to Bangladesh to set up links with our partner
school. They met Ms Sohel Afroze, headteacher, her staff and
students, to discuss ideas common to both schools. Both schools
are now looking into further development of Young Leadership
through Sport as a means to motivate participation and encourage
development of skills and knowledge. They will share ideas
through video and email, focussing on dance and ball games.

When the visitors arrived at
Anthony Gell School, they
were greeted by staff, and
governors, as well as the
Town Mayor and local
councillors. They then received
a special welcome and saw a
performance by AGS
% cheerleaders, before some
intensive discussions about
curriculum and lesson
planning.

Launched by Prime Minister
Gordon Brown in India last
year, International Inspiration uses the power of sport to change
the lives of children and young people around the world. From
Azerbaijan to Zambia, International Inspiration empowers young
people, many in difficult situations to become powerful advocates
for change, helping others to improve their lives.

It is early days into the project, but Anthony Gell students have
already benefited from meeting their guests — having received
beautiful gifts of artwork and poems from the girls in Kushtia. AGS
sports’ leaders have explained their role in school and the wider
community. Bengali PE teacher, Anowar Azam Sarkar, has taught
the 6th form handball; the Y10 ASDAN group asked the visitors
guestions about Bangladesh. Many other students talked about
their work in other subjects. The school were also privileged to
host one of the Government Ministers, Ms Nahreen Choudhury,
Deputy Secretary for Minister for Education.

As part of the visit, the guests also visited Bonsall Primary School,
Middleton Primary School and the new Play and Learn Centre at
Wirksworth C of E Infants school.
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International recognition

We have been awarded the
prestigious International School Award
for the third consecutive time in
recognition of bringing the wider world
into the classroom. The Department for
Schools and the British Council
presented the award to Mrs Taylor for
the school's outstanding work in a
high-profile ceremony in London.

On being notified that the Anthony Gell
School had received the award,
Mr Baker said, “We are delighted to
receive this award — we aim to foster
an international dimension in our
school to enable our young people to
gain the cultural understanding and
skills they need to live and work as
global citizens.”

The dossier that the school put
together included work from several
subject areas — poetry from other
cultures, African story telling, an Indian
Arts Day, a well dressing design taking
inspiration from the
Picasso painting “Guernica” as well as
accounts of visits and partnership work
with Germany and China.

Healthy School



Castleton
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Years 7 and 8 had a great time on their annual residential visits to Castleton and Butlins and received
compliments from their hosts for their excellent behaviour.

Nuchh IMmpprovead

During the last six months we have made some major improvements to the school buildings.
Following grants from the Foundation Governors, The Football Foundation and some local
sponsorship from Breasley Foam and Matlock Junior Hockey Club ,we have been able to
upgrade both the boys’ and girls’ changing rooms. They were badly in need of a revamp as they
get heavy use all week in school and at weekends by community clubs. They now have new
showers, new cladding on the walls, new flooring and are completely fitted out with new furniture
at a total cost of £75 000.

We always aim to provide good toilet facilities in school and this year have repainted Fearne girls’
toilets and completely refitted the Gell girls’ toilets. These toilets are also used by community
classes during the day and in the evening so if you do come in to school we hope you notice the
difference! We will continue with improvements next year when we have some more money.

Over the summer holidays we also repainted some classrooms and all the windows in Gell block,
re-carpeted a classroom and extended our CCTV system to provide extra security around school.
Our final major project was the creation of a new computer room in the science department.
Science Lab S3 is now fitted with 30 brand new computers with new benching, seating and
carpeting. Although we are now down to five labs, this new computer facility will ensure that we
are able to deliver more lessons using ICT.

We would like to thank Stones of Wirksworth in particular for all the hard work they put into
school over the summer as well as all our caretakers and India Millward for managing all the
work.

Although we are likely to have less money next year, we are already thinking about what we

might do. Any ideas are most welcome.
Thanks to ASDAN

Barry and Wendy from Matlock Lions came to school to
present a certificate to the ASDAN group , Marcus, Sam,
Dan and Jade thanking us for painting the long frieze to
decorate Santa's grotto at Matlock's Christmas Fair last
year. This year they are going to use the frieze again on
December 5th 2009.The certificate will be hung up in the
main entrance to school. By Marcus Fraser



Alming for Olympic success

Martin Church is usually doing jobs around school as one of our caretakers, out of school though you will
find him looking down the sight of his bow at Darley Bridge archery club. He is currently aiming for entry to
the Olympic team for 2012 and he goes once a week to see a personal coach.

Martin explained: “The competition for a place is fierce and you are not just against regular people, you
are against paid professional archers that are already in the team. They don't have to work as they are
paid to do archery so they have a lot more time for training and have the best equipment money can buy.”
This is the life Martin is hoping for because if he can get in the team he will be sponsored, taught by the
best coaches and have the best equipment given to him. At the moment though Martin is still at work, so
he has to fit his training in with his job: this means getting up at 5 or 6 in the morning and he has to make
the most of the time he gets with his coach. This shows just how determined he is to get his place in the
Olympic team.

It sounds like a very competitive sport; however Martin says that “Most people do it just because they
enjoy archery” and that people go to competitions just to have fun and not necessarily to win. It's a friendly
sport that anyone can have a go at, going professional though can be hard on your wallet, Martin's
equipment cost £1000 all together which isn’t exactly pocket change. Don'’t let this put you off though
that’s only for if your really serious.

Archery, Martin said “Is a sport of perfection” this means a lots of training is involved in getting to the top
levels, and the most important thing to him at the moment he said, is his coach. At the moment Martin’'s
coach just wants to see him shoot an arrow, not at anything, just to see his technique and then work up
from that. It is a small start but that's what you need if you want to reach perfection.

Martins winter training starts soon which will be undoubtedly hard, not to mention cold and wet. The
school is wishing him the best of luck and will be behind him when he tries for his place in the Olympic
team, I’'m sure that if he gets in or not he will have definitely given it his best shot!

Our very own Xtra factor

The theme for Children in
Need this year was “Do
something different” so
that's what each vyear
group did: Y7 tried a
Sponsored Silence ,Y8
were slaves , Y9 were
tied together , Y10 and
11 were in fancy dress
and the Sixth Form
organised our very own X
Factor, with lots of brave
sixth formers and some
even braver staff, singing
their karaoke hearts out —
in front of what seemed
like the whole school.

There was a sing-off
between the Y12 and 13 lads doing their own take on YMCA and Mrs Stirrup belting out Total Eclipse of
the Heart, but the end it was honours even and a mass of money raised towards the total of more than
£1000 collected on the day. With most of the sponsorship money in the current total stands at more than
£1400. Yet more proof—if we needed it — that people at Gell will go the Xtra mile in a good cause
Visit or Gallery at www.anthonygell.co.uk or www.flickr.com/anthonygellschool to see photos of the day



Plenty to cheer about! Digry Dates 2010

The first term’s house matches got off to a flying start with
the Year 7 Indoor Athletics. Wright were the overall win-
ners in Y7, with Regan Cooper and Julia Smith Vidal
being the strongest boy and girl overall. The Y8 contests
were very closely fought with Arkwright winning in a
dramatic final against Fearne for the girls benchball and
Arkwright again joint with Wright won the football for the
boys. The Y9 matches were played the following week
due the Zoo trip and were certainly worth the wait, on an
unfortunately rainy day Fearne were victorious in the girls’
football and Arkwright were the outright winners of the
boys basketball. The Y10 matches secured a first win for
Gell in the girl's basketball, whilst Fearne claimed their
next victory in the boys football. And finally Fearne
stormed the competitions again winning both the Y11
girls benchball and the boys badminton! Overall Fearne
are in the lead for this year’s sporting competitions.
Thanks to all who took part and the especially the 6th
form helpers!
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As we go to press Bugsy
Malone is looking to be one
of biggest school
productions ever, with a
huge cast of over 40, plus a
backstage crew, sound,
lighting and not to mention
all the teachers that are
involved behind the scenes. Set in a fictional 1920s
Chicago, it is the first musical the school has taken on
for 6 years. It promises to be a great night out for every-
one, complete with wisecracking American gangsters
and slightly unconventional gang fights where guns
have been traded for custard pies! However, this play
does not end at the stage, with the entire hall
transformed into a 1920's speak-easy club and the
audience encouraged to come along in full costume to
sit at tables complete with waitresses those on the front
row risk catching the odd stray custard pie and almost
certainly some silly string! Miss Hampton who is
directing says “Bugsy Malone is a really fun and
feel-good play that anyone can enjoy . Don't forget your
Trilby!” James Gratton

Supported by AGS Foundation Governors

For further dates go to
www.anthonygell.co.uk

Mon 4 Jan START OF SPRING TERM
Thu 7 Jan Presentation of Certificates
Wed 27 Jan  Year 9 reports to parents
Thu 28 Jan Year 9 Parents’ evening
Wed 3 Feb INSET DAY- school closed
Mon 8 Feb Year 9 Option evening 7pm
Fri 12 Feb Year 11 reports to parents
Mon 15 Feb  HALF TERM WEEK BEGINS
Thu 4 Mar Year 7 Parents’ Evening
Thu 18 Mar Sixth Form Parents’ Evening
Fri 19 Mar Year 8 reports to parents
Mon 22 Mar  Work Experience week 1
Mon 29 Mar  Work Experience week 2
Thur 1 Apr END OF TERM
Fri 2 April Good Friday
Mon 19 April START OF SUMMER TERM
!
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Hockey - okay!

The U14 Girls’ Hockey Team have had a great
term so far with lots of fixtures against local
schools. Their most recent victory being a 4-1 win
over local rivals Queen Elizabeth Grammar
School.

The girls have been training every Monday night
since September and all their hard work has defi-
nitely paid off. The team captained by Mary Rep-
ton include a mixture of students from Y7 to Y9.

The team is as follows, Mary Repton, Katy
Colebourne, Sarah Bradley, Emily Soghomonian,
Beth Worsey, Leah Skellern Brown, Jess Ward,
Nina Smedley, Nicola Hartley, Niamh Vallack,
Holly Repton, Lottie Fraser, Beth Harwood,
Miranda Marshall and Rebecca Knowles. Hockey
training for all boys and girls from all age groups,
runs every Monday night after school. Anyone
interested in playing hockey is very welcome to
come along, even if you haven't played before!
Well done to all the teams for their hard work so
far this year. A special thanks goes to Helen
Greer our hockey coach who works tirelessly
every week!
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